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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) Process ^compression of compressing a 
block 4 340) of having a size LxHofa sequence of images, charact e riz e d in that it 
compri se s, t he method comprising performing the following steps, in a repetitive manner, 
rfforllon said block: 

- a search st o p (2 4 0V searching , in one of the images of the sequence of images, 
for the zone of L x H pixels that is the most similar to said block; 

- a st e p of<tet e rminat i on (2 4 5) - determining whether the resemblance between 
said zone and said block responds to predetermined criteria all of which depend on the 
L x H dimensions of the block : 

- if said resemblance responds to said criteria, a s t e p of storag e (255) of th e 
storing a motion vector which indicates the distance between the block and the most 
similar zone found; 

- if said resemblance does not respond to said criteria, and if the block does not 
have a predetermined minimum size, a st e p - of cutting out (280, 281) said block into 
sub-blocks (320, 330, 340, 350) and performing a supplemental repetition [[forjjon each 
of said sub-blocks, and 

- if said resemblance does not respond to said criteria, and if said block has a 
predetermined minimum size, a st e p of storag e (266) of storing the block so that while 
the block is being stored in the course of which the block is compressed without 
reference to a reference image. 
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2. (currently amended) Process according to claim 1 , charactorizod in 
tfrafe wherein the searching step includesf l"-]] in tho cours e of th e s e arch step (240), th e r e 
ar e d e t e rmin e d conjointly (a) determining a transformation and a zone whtek-that 
suppt vsupplies the transformed zone which is the most simitar to said block,[[-]] i n th e 
cour se of th e d e termination s t e p (2 4 5). it is d e t e rmined determining, during the 
determining step (a), (b) whether the resemblance between said transformed zone and 
said block responds to predetermined criteria, and 

- in - th e- Gourso of tho step of s torag e of the storing step includes storing the vector 
ff(255)11 data representative of said transformation, if said zone after said transformation 
is the zone most closely resembling on e , data r e pr e s e ntativ e of said transformation ar e 
stefe dthe vector . 

3. (currently amended) Process according to claim 1 , charact e r i z e d i n 
that, i n th e course of th e s e arch st e p (240), on e s e arch e s in a p l ura l ity of imagoc of the 
s e qu e n ce of images w herein the searching step includes searching in a plurality of 
images of the sequence of images , for the zone of L x H pixels that is t he most similar to 
said block, and in th e cours e of tho storag o the vector storing step ofr - th e- v e otor [[(255)]], 
on e stor es includes storing data representative of the image which compris e comprises 
said zone. 

4. (currently amended) Process according to claim 1 , ch a ract e riz e d in 
that, i n tho cours e o f-further including searching only in the preceding image of the 
seguence of images during the search step (2 4 0), one se arche s only in the pr e c e d i ng 
i m a g e of th e s e qu e nc e of imag e s, for the zone of L x H pixels that is t he most similar to 
said block. 

5. (currently amended) Process according to claim 1 , charact e riz e d in 
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th a t, i n th e course of f urther including cutting, during the cutting out step (280, 281) , e^e 
outc out said block [[(310)]]into two sub-blocks (320, 330) of hayingjhe same 
dimensions. 



6. (currently amended) Process according to claim [[1]]5, 
char a ct e riz e d in that, in th e course of each step of wherein the cutting out (280, 281), 
on o cuto out step includes cutting out the block [[(310)]]or the sub-block[[(320)]], on the 
one hand, vertically and, on the other hand, horizontally and, irv - th e- Gour se of a s e lect i on 
selecting, during the selecting step , including selecting (282), ono selects t he cutting out 
which optimizes the overall resemblance of the sub-blocks generated by each of said 
acts of cutting out, with zones of said images of the image sequence. 

. 7.-10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) Process according to claim 2, charactorized in 
that, i n th e cours e of the search st e p (240), on e se arches i n a p l urality of images of th e 
se gu e nce of imag e s w herein the searching step includes searching in a plurality of 
images of the seouence of images , for the zone of L x H pixels that is t he most similar to 
said block, and in the course of the otorago the vector storing s tep of th o vector [[(255)]], 
on e stor e s includes storing data representative of the image which comprise comprises 
said zone. 

12. (currently amended) Process according to claim 2, charact e r i z e d i n 
that in th e cours e of w herein the searching step f2 4 0V on e se a rc h es includes searching 
only in the preceding image of the sequence of images, for the zone of L x H pixels that 
jsttie most similar to said block. 
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13. (currently amended) Process according to claim 3, characteriz e d i n 
that i n the cours e of w herein the searching step (240). on e- s ea roh e s includes searching 
only in the preceding image of the sequence of images, for the zone of L x H pixels the 
most similar to said block. 



14. (currently amended) Process according to claim 2, character i zed in 
that - in th e courso of w herein the cutting out step (280. 281V on e cuts includes cutting 
out said block Q(31 0)]] into two sub-blocks (320. 330) of having t he same dimensions. 

15. (currently amended) Process according to claim 3, characteriz e d i n 
that, in the couroo of wherein t he cutting out step (280. 281V ono cuts includes cutting 
out said block [[(310)]] into two sub-blocks ( 320, 330) of having t he same dimensions. 

16. (currently amended) Process according to claim 4, sharact e riz e d in 
that in the cours o of w herein t he cutting out step *3 80. 281). one cuts includes cutting 
out said block [[(310)]] into two sub-blocks (320. 330) of having t he same dimensions. 

17. (new) A computer arrangement for performing the method of claim 1 . 

being a sequence of images, the device comprising: 

a treatment arrangement for controlling, in a repetitive manner, for each block: 
a search arrangement for searching, in one of the images of the sequence of 

images, for a zone of L x H pixels that most resembles said block; 

a determining arrangement for determining whether the resemblance between 

said zone and said block meets predetermined criteria, all of which depend on the L x H 

dimensions of the block; 
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a storage arrangement for (a) storing a motion vector indicating the distance 
between the block and the most similar zone found in response to the determining 
arrangement determining the resemblance meets the criteria, and (b) compressing the 
block without reference to a reference image and storing the compressed block in 
response to the determining arrangement determining the resemblance does not meet 
said criteria and said block having at least a predetermined minimum size; and 

a cutting arrangement for cutting said block into sub blocks and for performing a 
supplemental repetition for each of said blocks, the cutting arrangement being arranged 
for performing the cutting and supplemental repetition operations in response to the 
resemblance not meeting said criteria and the block not having the predetermined 
minimum size. 
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